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History of the Shiba Inu
The history of the Shiba Inu goes back to the outset of 
Japan’s recorded history. The discovery in the ruins of 
the Joman period (7,000 BC to the beginning of history) 
shows that dogs coexisted with men as early as the 
Stone Age. The first documented Shiba Inu to be 
brought to the United States of America was imported 
by a military family in 1954. But, the Shiba Inu breed is 
ancient, it has been around since 300 BC. The breed is 
named after its history of being a hunter dog in the 
mountains of Japan. “Shiba” means 
“Brushwood”(referring to the brush in the mountains or 
its reddish color) in Japanese, and “Inu” means “Dog.” 
Put it together, and the Shiba Inu stands for 
“Brushwood Dog.” At the end of World War II, Shiba 
Inus were nearly extinct but survived Japan's wartime 
deprivations. The population of Shiba Inus has been 
growing for the past 50 years.

A Shiba Inu at Crufts Dog Show



Health and About
Shibas are healthy dogs, they love to be outside and 
are a great animal for apartment living. They could run 
for miles with a companion and require no special diet.  
Patellar luxation is the most devastating health 
problem of the Shiba Inu. This is when the kneecap is 
displaced from its normal position. Shibas do shed, A 
LOT. Especially since I have one of my own I know. 
Whenever I pet my Shiba, It looks like I'm wearing a 
Shiba fur coat after I let go of her. The Shiba comes in 
three main colors. The color combinations are 
Red/White, black/tan and sesame. A cream Shiba Inu 
is another color, but the cream color is a fault.

Shibas shed a lot!



Mari the Shiba Inu
 On the fateful morning of October 23, 2004, an 
earthquake struck the village of Yamakoshi in Japan. 
When her family’s home collapsed and fell, the Shiba 
Inu named Mari jumped into action to save her 
puppies and her elderly owner. She moved her new 
puppies to a safe place and after found and woke up 
her owner, who had remained trapped underneath a 
cabinet that fell. He managed to free himself and was 
eventually evacuated from the area by helicopter. He 
was forced to leave Mari and her pups behind, but 
when he returned two weeks later he found that they 
were all alive. Mari's story was made into a Japanese 
movie called “A Tale of Mari and Her Three Puppies.” 



Hachiko the Akita Inu
 This is a story about a dog who wasn't a Shiba Inu, but 
an Akita Inu in the same family as the Shiba. Professor 
Eizaburo Ueno lived in the Shibuya neighborhood of 
Tokyo and taught at the city’s Imperial University during 
the early 1920s.  In the morning he would take his dog 
Hachiko to the train station where he would then go to 
work. He would take the train back at 3 pm on the dot, 
where Hachiko would wait. One sad day in 1925, 
Professor Ueno passed away of a sudden stroke while 
teaching., but Hachiko never gave up hope. He’d wait 
there day after day and would be given food by people 
who noticed him. He waited there for about ten years. 
People from all over the country came to visit Hachiko. 
Hachiko waited there until 1935, an astonishing 10 
years.



My Shiba Inu
One of the reasons I love Shibas so 
much is because I have one myself! 
Ginger is sure a very special dog. On 
the morning of December 22, 2016, 
our family drove from Wisconsin to 
Arkansas. We drove in - 20-degree 
weather with icy roads. All along the 
drive, we saw trucks that have been 
rolled over, cars that were on the side 
of the road too. We stopped at a 
Panera, and couldn't get up the tiniest 
ramp. That's how slippery it was. 
Eventually, we picked up an adorable 
puppy and named her Ginger.



Fun Facts!
● Shibas are currently the most popular companion dog in Japan, they were 

declared national treasure of the country.
● There used to be three types of Shibas before World War II. The Mino, the 

Sanin, and the Shinshu. They came from the regions they came from. 
Today’s Shiba is most similar to the Shinshu.

● This surprise a lot of people, but Shiba Inus are more cat-like than a dog. 
They like to be very independent and spend a lot of time grooming 
themselves. Because of this, Shibas tend to be very clean.

● Don't scare Shibas. Shibas can make a noise somewhat like a human 
whale. This is called the Shiba scream.



Doge
The "doge" meme has been around for a few 
years now, but it peaked in 2013 because doge 
is actually funny. If you were online at all over 
the last six months, you might have seen the 
picture of a Shiba Inu dog, labeled with 
nonsensical phrases in rainbowed Comic Sans. 
"Wow," doge says. "Such funny. So hilarious." 
But what you may not actually know, is that 
the Shiba starring in that picture is a Shiba 
named Kabosu. Kabosu was adopted from an 
animal shelter in 2008, saving her from certain 
death. It was a puppy mill that was abandoned, 
leaving the other 19 Shibas behind.
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